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A REASON

THERE'S
Our good friend Post, who manufactures postum cereal,

adopted as his slogan “There’s a reason,” and the idea was worth

millions to him.

There is a reason for all things, Certain causes are always
followed by certain effects. We have been going through a very
trying time in this country, and are still travelling along that
line. Various rensons have been assigned, but probably extrava-
gance anid wastefulness have been the main reasons for our
troubles. The cost of government has increased until the figures
are simply staggering. The human mind ean scarcely grasp the
situation. Bureaus, boards, investigating committees, assistants
and sub-assistanis have multiplied until the salaries run into
billions. And all thiz money must be raised by taxing the people
one way or another,

Recent reports reveal the fact that the cost of government
i8' simply enormous,

If about $8,500,000,000 to run the combined federal,
state and loeal governments of the United States in the 1920
fiscal vear. On the basis of a total population of 117,860,000
this means that evervone's share of the expenditure is slightly
more than $72. In other words the daily expense of maintaining
mational and subordinate administrations was over $23,287,000,
The federal government alone expended more than $5,000,000,600
while to this must be added £3,500,000,000 spent by states and
their municipalities. The country has never before known such
a tremendous expenditure in peace time,

The largest slice of federal expenses was eaten up by obli-
gations arising from the World war, amounting to about $1,635,-
000,000, Of this amount government operation of railroads coste
£1,038,000,000 and shipping board expenscs were $470,000,000,
The policy of building a larger navy and maintaining a bigger
army took $1,250,000,000 of which the major share—8735,000,000
—went to the war department. The surplus applied to national
debt reduction was $1,080,000,000, The interest item alone
amounted {o $930,000,000 more, Pensions, etc., ate up $330,000,-
000, Legislative, executive and judicial costs represented a total
of §224,000,000, Public works charged $85,000,000 and research
activities added $57.000,000 more.

Municipal expenditures have also mounted enormously. The
cost of governing 227 leading cities with a total population nf|
21,000,000 is placed at £1,200,000,000, State expenditures like-
wige took a big jump. The 48 states spent about 3600."00.000.
during the year. |

Wage earners in this country number about 40,000,000, |,
Their total income iz placed at $64,000,000,000, an average of |f
#1,600 to every man, woman and child who works. It is figured
that out of every dollar earned 12'% cents goes in taxes in one
form or another, which is an excessively high figure. Figuring |
the government cost in averages, the contribution of every wage |
earner toward the government was $210,

If we are ever to get any relief from this condition of affairs,
we must make a united protest and insist that some of the
barnacles must be cleaned off the ship of state. Economy in
governmental affairs is absolutely essential to our welfare.

cost
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THE PRACTICAL EQUILIBRIUM

Party platforms have agreed upon the declaration that hu-|
man labor is not a commodity, but neither party platforms nor |
any other declarations can overturn the law of supply and de-
mand, When carpenters, bricklayers, steelworkers, plumbers and
farm hands demanded wages that the public thought too high in
proportion to the amount of work done, the public quit buying
the labor of that class of workmen. Any laborer can fix the rate
of wages he will accept, but he cannot compel anyone else to pay '
the rate. Any man who is desirous of building a house can .\tatr-'
the wages he is willing to pay, but he cannot force anyone to
work at that rate. A practical equilibrium in the labor and em- |
ployment market will' be restored when those who want work |,
done and those who want work to do can arrive at the same ideas
concerning the wage to be paid and the amount of service to be
rendered for the wage. Aside from a few selfish people, the
country in general believes in a fair day's work, and, conversely, |
a fair day's work for a fair day's pay, The sooner an approxi- |
mate understanding can be reached, the sooner the long-needed
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_B'be Ope‘n

Thic Forum will  secept  compmanicailons
wp W Sk words In lehuth s0 mattes of
community wird eoanty  interest Carit=
muntcations I regund o personpl ool
Wroversles,  Pobiyhbous uh-mmm and ;--— |
liticn! dnuuho- will not be secepted.

capy must by in oot later thua T umr
and sl communicastions must iy

TREES AND
GROWING BOYS

Mr. Ammi W, Wright whoe did se
much to give our fair city a place on
the map in an carly day, showed ex-
cellent judgment and his deep inter-|
pat in hin cwn and coming generations |
when he pae.crved for them some of |

|
|

utntnhohm‘“““s‘f &

The Story of
Our States

. By JONATHAN BRACE

lll.—NEW JERSEY

BW JER
SEY be-
came the
third stante
W just six days
9 uiter Ponnsyle
vania had for-
wally adopted
This territory,

the' Coustitution,
whivh covers 8290 square miles,

the primeval forest which we know “"'ﬁi_““"y Was a part "f the

and enjoy today as Wright Park, provinee of Ni'\\_' -\:"”1."*'-*““1-'-
Without thosbeautiful homes and|f In 304 after the Luglish con-

the blogsoming  gardens of Mesars. quest of New Netberlands, the !

King, Khodes, Rouggles, Lamb and
others, our eity would lose much of
hte uplifting effect that comes from
the study of form and color, for cald
and cheerless store and factory walls
cin teach but little of the aesthetic.
The crimson ramblers at the depot
and the Jittle plots of roses and flow-
ere that are seattered here and there
about the eity will leave a much more

lasting and happy memory with the

translent who is passing through our the southwest, where Burlington
ity thun will water towers and fac- and Trenton pow stand, fvll to
L u'y chimneys, | doubt if the ﬂh"l-‘m’!‘| Borkeley.  After o few years
citizen iuii\, apprecintes the exeellent | Berkoley sold his shure t0 o
work that is being done by the C I\lt party of Quubkers and two dis-
Improvement League, and the Gar- tinet provinces were  formed,
den Club, callod East and West Jersey.

foresight, ;mliencr.l
waork, and money (o make n
city that is worthy of the name, To|
secure a fine grove, the trees must
properly eared for. Flower gar-
dens require much study and asten-
tion, if ectod, the dandeélion will
crowd out the violet and the gladiolus

It requires

sone

e

building program will be started and the sooner the army of un-i'hvugh both the Upper and Lower

employed will be at work.
of the employer
mon welfare,

understanding.

Injustice and unfairness on the part
or employee ig always detrimental to the com-
Normal conditions can be restored only by a fair

TOO BUSY

We hear this refrain so often that it is becoming hackneyed.
I meant to do so, but I was too busy. I intended to write that
letter but T was too busy. I fully expected to have called upon
this or that new neighbor but I was too busy. Yes, I suppose
she iz lonesome, just moving into a new neighborhood where she
knows no one, but ¥ am too busy. I know that T should read
some really good books for my own good, but T am too busy, I
suppose that my help is needed in church and civic affairs but
I am too busy., My children would love to have me visit school
and show more interest in their affairs but really 1 am too busy.

«1 am afraid we shall most of us be obliged to plead guilty
fn assisting to overwork this little phrase. But if we stop a mo-
ment in ‘our mad career to do a little thinking, we will most of
us discover that it is really the busiest people after all who
find time to do all these things and a thousand more, and most
¢f ug find time to do the things that we really want to do. So
the question resolves itself, after all, to the fact that our own in-
clinations have a great deal to do'with our aecomplishments.

Selfishness never pays large dividends in the long run, al-
though it may sometimes appear to de so,

D S N ———

Chamber of Commoeree; Clare iz plan-
ning s royal welcome during the af-
ternoon and the night stop will be
in Grayling. Noon of Monday will
be apent in Cheboygan, where the
tour will be the guests of the Che-
boygan citizens and the night stop is
in St. Ignnce, At the firat stop in the
Upper Peninsula the Sault Ste. Marie
divigion, consisting of from four to
twelve cars will foin the party.
Newberry: will be hoat to the tour
party at noon the fourth day and
Mayor Den Gero, of Manistique, vice-
president of the Theodore Roosevelt
Highway Associntion, has arranged
a banguet for the “Pikers” that night.
Noon of the fifth day will be spent in
Escanaba, with Marquette the night
cuntrol. Noon of the sixth day the
tourists will be in Iron Mountain,

A L L L e e L L T T Y LYY -t““.qssth““iﬁilouﬁﬁ

duke of York sold the souihern
portion to Lord Berkeley aml Sir
George Carteret,  The lntter hid
won somie distipetion as gover-
nor of the Hitle (sland of Jersey
In the Eaplsh chanuel, and It
wns In his hopor that the new
provinee enmae to be esllad New
Jersey, The eastern portion,
that about Newark, was seltlod
by Carteret and the territory o

They were reunited, however, o
1702, and becume a single prove
ince under the direct rule of the
Euoglish crown,

Now  Jersey casts  fourteen
electoral votes for pre gident.
(@ by MeClurs Newspapor Hyndieate.)
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will be displaced by ragweed. where Henry Ford's lumbering opera-
There is one erop that the ¢ity of | tions e r'.ll'!‘:
Alma is negl ‘.t_u.;.:.;.ml th;tt 14 our Crystal Falls will be the night sto
. r-..;r.nf hovs _:-n-i wirls, It takes mon- the sixth day. Tom Conlin, editar of
m g (D e ot | """"l";"' % the Diamand Drill, has arranged to
pure antd rofgy-checke LT OF an non- | 3. - sarbocuc for the “Pike s"" tha
eal, robust }l(l_‘;. Environment is |1:'llll- ‘ ::‘ll}’l;.l I"T’:]‘_l. . ,ll ll__i.._‘:,,. 'J"n"l". 'Ll:‘.' ‘.if:\f
ably n mote impuortant factor than l‘l‘?ill".t’i 1“.;1;1-?'..' - ‘.-._-; . '_-'. I‘"_,_ nth
heredity in the growing of first class dav is sche ‘_'i! i Tor Iren | and
boys and girls. Mushrosms will Zrow | Jaons st diaw for Tronwod.
in a dark, damp basement but the o . L i3
henutiful, red poppies must have the .\"""' L M6 Sy e et A
bright sunlight., Dance balls on she L,"_ tour h'.“.. d af Ashlend \'.
second floor or on the fl"w floor bo- and ”\:‘a‘ iy - , 111 ;-. saturday,
hind closed walls is not the best NJ-'I July ]I." ,,,.... AEVOR RIS S
vironment in which to grow boys and | troit, the %Pk =L g S Duluth,
girli, [ think that the Commission After A - aur o th sntun botle-
hould see to it th all dance halls ‘-"”i;' \',T‘.“.h -l ;,LE O the edi
are open to the sunlight and public -:( the Cliffs, overlpoking the eity, or
abaervation, Sundsy maor? b i will '
Last woek I met a number of ln\-“ ed to Ha % Mt o
with their bathing suits who were on l_' g T |,| '_ e ” i
their way to 2t Louls for a swim. We the Un 'i- Sk .'gl-:' # i I e
provide & place in the park where the lr‘_feln!-d "I\"-:' 3, Ninn L paras Sy el
ducks can swini; why Yot do as much Wi."]. find the to , ,.l .“ I]l :
for our boys and girls? The w ;h] and Ft. Arthur, Sty IR e
at St. Louis contains the sewage of Ports "1':“._"‘ l_, REASIERTRINE 2
two witics and our bovs are in great }"i'd t_'” ':"'I - b :
dunger of geiting  typhoid  bacili] 5 5 T PR A ¢
when they bathe in this water. We of the “,1"' gRiz o - S
have much better water for bathing fam. iy I : tu
in Alma th they have at St. Louis ”'”T" \ll:' ‘:-i ) e : -
for there are no large cities .iht e us 11”’“ ‘_" : 5 '“‘ ...»,;. '.']
and the water comea for some miles =4, al hoon P S ,'H" Mari
and 1t 1= oy v kg Summaer is ““l  Mich., \\hl re the 21at '.x.ll y .‘,, !.I
summoer to a1 boy unless he can p- Farly .“' e ;_': greeny ek
fswimming at least once a day. I do PATLY Wi | 3ta ki y \‘ Fhoy
not wonder that some of them wish tin-‘m;.:r'.'l ity 1“’ OURES Ses
they were ducks for then the ity again be In i]'-." WY wid at night
\‘.-l_..:-] muke some ’}‘l'\ izfon fl.r liu".l'.‘ the ‘I“‘.:;_-' II,:'! = ‘- : ..i :I, Tll
Why not extend Maple, Cednr, and of the Knetland, Lunden & Bige o
. . ; A iy mhn g Company, afits Iymuh smmp at Hal-
"‘J.l]..l!" ;d-. a Avenues to the river, but « 49 B " Gavlsrd
the land between these avenues along }‘i"h' fgus y ,'_]\. ‘ f : ,I-,“-l,.l |‘
the river fron 1%, 11 lllbl it ont and have | SIIpAR mll'_" 7 “,' " “. y e
nn excellont bathing place for our|: oo Prosfiens OF M 5. T, Al ‘ ks
'!---j. # and girls and not foree them to sEve the .- e ,' )
walk three miles to St. Louie and then | ',",'" o S D i A
have them bathe in water full of sew-| -0 Wil be in - o= Bt
e Let s act at onee while the “.i"_':fh‘f: 'I = : .'“‘ ! :.' I
land i= avallable and fhow as much ”:-:'_ ZSvaS TPt - T
interest and foresight in the welfare | .! ll\":“' i ; 4 . have
of those who are to follow us as Lthose - '"I'!!w‘ ¥ FArAs ’ AR Rood
who have gone before us h..\. shown | m'}{:i: IDOARS s Tt :
m uvs, Give the bovs and gipls ""1. “"‘If'-,T N g gl o
| squnre deal by providing an outdoor | _'_‘r. vt g e g o
swimming pool. ’l':f‘f?:.”' 1'{.."'||; Il - t; oG VR 1% Dbw
lmn-n- E. West. PRl SEPRC DAY
Bee.-Hunting Profitable BJsine"I
’"ter"atlo”al | In the swampz of Florlda the hunt-
Ing of “bee trens” 1g profitable hasls
Tour Next Month ;= f e ._\,.,,,' pro gl
= . of more than 30 pounds In haollow
Plans for the “Around Lake Bu-| trees has been noted. The treas are
nerior”  International Good Roads i located by huntors wlho follow the
! of the Michigan Pikes Associ-| flight of the bees. It requires keen
tion, are raj .‘;';;_- taking shape. Cit- 1 eyesight and a ¢ R,
ies nlong the ronte of the better high- | 1 —— s T
way 1\|u'..:.1u.u. July @ to 24, are | 1
making propurations to receive tll-‘! !
Wolverine tourists and to hold good | T R A N
roand rallies. The road meetings will -
he conducted in every town of un}'i THEATER !
vige along the route, which passes | :
ALDM :
Michigan Peninsulas, Wisconsin, Min- Lo =3 ALMA e
nesota, and Ontario. THURSDAY and FRIDAY
The tour will leave Detroit at noon, - =5
Saturday, July §, and the firet night's Constance Talmadge |
atop will be in Langing. The entire =IN f
party will be the guesta of the Reo “Lessons in Love™ |
Motor Car Company, from the arrival Also Chaptor 4 of
at 6 p. m. until the departure Sunday Eeiiet o e B
morning at T:30. A monster road “The Son of Tarzan
mesting will be conducted Saturday |
evoning, probably on the l'_'apitnlr SATURDAY
lawn, by the Lansing Chamber of Douglas Pairbanks
Commerce and the Lanzing Automo- T {
bile Association, STHE NUTT
Sugnday moming the tourists will :
pars through Alma on the way to { Retur: showing)
Mt. Pleasant. At noon the tburists Also :"":”_“““' _",',"_"'"d:"
will he féted by the Mt Pleasant “DYNAMITE

hl NDAY uml “il\!l\\

Charles Ray
IS

“The Old Swimmin' Hole”
Also Clyde Coek Comedy
“ALL WRONG”

TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY
\li(‘e Lakc

“The (:reater Claim"”
Also Fox News and Comody

COMING
Zane Grey's “the Man of the
Forest” }
Marshall Niclan's “Bob Hamp-
ton of Placer”

‘

Fordson.

A o) THADE MaRK

Bteady, light, alert, power 1 PP, 8 mienl of n. Watch a Fordson
Tractor in action and you will ntradictory gualitics
wf rtrength, lightness, power and spo ofie ANt

'”]v Fordson's spevd % available for | My fup lonyr digbances It
power is availab |- for dragging phis r ! heavicst agil or
for running the cutiing-box, prinder o

We take pride in handling such a comm table. power plunt,

We are eguipped with every fucil { ] for the | tuom,

Yes, we algo sold and delivered o ] i } v to Jahn Seavan & o
this week Lo work in conjuncton with his 19

J(;H*\ SON & THOMPSON
FORD & FORDSON SALES ANDY JERVICE ALMA, MICH.

.
o
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Your Winter’'s Coke

During the month of June (and possibly.
July) we are making a special price of

$11.00 per ton Delivered
Coke 1n lot

for Furnace s of ¥ive Tons or

morec.

You can have this Coke delivered any time up to January
1st, but the Coke must be paid for with order.

If called for at the Gas Plant by purchaser, the coke will
be $10.00 per ton.

Gratiot County Gas Company

Very Low Prices
for a Very Good Car

‘.‘!I-{- ETS

I3

that the an inexpensive

CAP 1O Ml

Chalmers at its new low prices,

which
are $300 to $450, ] r

less than last vear, Mmoo

: = T —
offers an unusual um\.;rrumt' to t‘.\l. Chalmers mator that deo
man who bu):s @ IOtor Car on an in- most to keep down operiting costs.
vestment basis.

r .:"l.

-

Tl re-heited by the hot-spot.
Its first cost is remarkably reasonable I arcs better combustion, greater
for a car so fine. It is actually priced oot nore power, and higher all
but little higher than many smaller around ef Reiency, [}

cars. Its maintenance costs are exceed-

ingly low. We will be '._.'I,ul to L’\j‘};lin these things

in person, and demonstrate the super-

Comparison over a period of years shows jority which they give the Chalmers.
NEW PRICES

§-Pass. Touring Car $1545 ass. Tour 795  Coupe .

Roadster . 1495 b;-uu Car lf..-'.‘i Sedan

Prices F. O. B. Factary, war tax te be added

-

$2295
2445

ine Cs

LEARY & THOMPSON
ALMA, MICHIGAN

CHALMERS




